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1) The amendment filed 10/28/2005 is acknowledged. 

2) Claims 1-20 are allowed. 

The disk array apparatus, comprising a connector provided for 
connection with an external power supply to receive power from the 
external power supply, an internal power supply section for 
supplying the power received from the connector after AC/DC 
conversion, a plurality of disk drive cabinets, each connected to 
the internal power supply section, each including a first voltage 
converter for subjecting the power coming from the internal power 
supply section to DC conversion to derive a different voltage, a 
disk drive for receiving the power as a result of conversion by the 
first voltage converter, a first backup power supply for storing the 
power provided to the first voltage converter, a communications 
adapter connected to the internal power supply section for 
performing data exchange with an external device includes a second 
voltage converter for subjecting the power coming from the internal 
power supply section to DC conversion to derive a different voltage, 
a plurality of power consumption circuits for receiving the power as 
a result of conversion by the second voltage converter, a second 
backup power supply for storing the power provided to the second 
voltage converter, a disk adapter connected to the internal power 
supply section for controlling data writing or reading to/from the 
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disk drive cabinets includes a third voltage converter for 
subjecting the power coming from the internal power supply section 
to DC conversion to derive a different voltage, a plurality of power 
consumption circuits for receiving the power as a result of 
conversion by the third voltage converter, a third backup power 
supply for storing the power provided to the third voltage 
converter, a memory section connected to the internal power supply 
section for storing data and control information to be written or 
read to/from the communications adapter and the disk adapter 
includes a fourth voltage converter to subject the power coming from 
the internal power supply section to DC conversion to derive a 
different voltage, a plurality of power consumption circuits for 
receiving the power as a result of conversion by the fourth voltage 
converter, a fourth backup power supply for storing the power 
provided to the fourth voltage converter, a mutual power supply line 
that is connected to the disk drive cabinets, the communications 
adapter, the disk adapter, and to the memory section so that when 
the power from the internal power supply section is interrupted, the 
mutual power supply line can supply backup power to any of the 
components in need of power using the first backup power supply 
provided to each of the disk drive cabinets, the second backup power 
supply provided to the communications adapter, the third backup 
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power supply provided to the disk adapter, and the fourth backup 
power supply provided to the memory section, as recited in the 
independent claims, are not found or suggested in the prior art of 
record. 

2) Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier 
communications from the examiner should be directed to TAN XUAN DINH 
whose telephone number is (571)272-7586. The examiner can normally be 
reached on MONDAY-FRIDAY from 8:00AM to 5:00PM. 
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either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more 
information about the PAIR system, see http:/ / pair-direct uspto. gov./ 
Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, 
contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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